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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0774 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ZA, CG, BE 

SUB J : ZAMBIAN POSITION ON BELGIAN AID TO ZAIRE 

1 . THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR TO LUSAKA DISCUSSED THE SHABA SITUATION 
WITH UNDERSECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS MANDA AT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE. MANDA MADE THE FOLLOWING FOUR POINTS: 

A. ZAMBIA CONSIDERS THE SHABA INVASION AS AN INTERNAL AFFAIR 
AMONG ZAIRIANS. THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT HAS TREATED SHABA 
PROVINCE BADLY FOR MANY YEARS AND THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RESENTMENT 
OF KINSHASA IN THE PROVINCE. EXPRESSIONS OF DISCONTENT ARE NOT 

ONLY MANIFESTED BY THE INVASION BUT HAVE ALSO BEEN REPORTED 
BY THE ZAMBIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN LUBUMBASHI. 

B. ZAMBIA WILL THEREFORE MAINTAIN A POSITION OF NEUTRALITY 
IN THE MATTER. 

C. ZAMBIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO BELGIAN ASSISTANCE SO LONG 
AS IT IS GIVEN TO THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF MAINTAINING THE UNITY AND INTEGRITY OF ZAIRE. 

D. EVEN IF IT WANTED TO, ZAMBIA ITSELF IS IN NO 

POSITION TO HELP BECAUSE OF LIMITATIONS ON ITS OWN RESOURCES. 
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2. THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT HE BELIEVED 
THIS WAS AN ACCURATE REFLECTION OF THE ZAMBIAN ATTITUDE 
TOWARD WESTERN ASSISTANCE TO ZAIRE. HE AGREED THAT THE MORE 
NEGATIVE VIEW TOWARDS WESTERN ASSISTANCE EXPRESSED BY THE 
PRESS OVER THE WEEKEND (LUSAKA 0742 AND 0750) MAY HAVE 
BEEN STIMULATED BY THE GRZ BUT HE CONSIDERED THAT IT WAS 
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PROBABLY MEANT FOR PUBLIC CONSUMPTION ON THE EVE OF THE 
CASTRO/PODGORNY VISITS RATHER THAN FOR WESTERN GOVERNMENTS. 

COMMENT: THIS MAY BE AN ACCURATE REFLECTION OF GRZ ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS WESTERN ASSISTANCE AT THIS POINT. HOWEVER, IT 
REMAINS CLEAR THAT ZAMBIA'S CHIEF MOTIVATION CONTINUES 
TO BE THAT OF KEEPING ITSELF AS FAR FROM THE CONFLICT AS IT 
CAN. LOW 
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